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Interfaith Action Statement
Interfaith Action of SW Michigan joins in mourning the deaths of those victimized by gun
violence in Atlanta and Boulder. The time for prayers must give way to action to pass legislation
to ban all assault weapons and pass stringent and universal background checks for gun
purchases.
The US is unique in the western world for its epidemic levels of gun violence. We, as people of
faith, are committed to developing a society known for peace and a society that is committed to
reducing gun-related deaths.
We call on our elected officials to take action now. We’ve had sufficient tragedies to raise the
alarm; as people of faith we declare that now is the time to pass gun violence legislation.

Rev Dr Sid Mohn,
Director
Interfaith Action of SW Michigan
March 25, 2021

3

Letters of Introduction
Dear Sisters and Brothers in faith,
It is with a sense of urgency that we invite you and your house of faith to join in the movement
to create a safe environment for all as we consider our faith response to the issue of gun violence
in our country.
With that in mind, and with Gun Violence Reduction Sabbath weekend approaching (always the
first weekend of June) we offer you these materials in order to help make your means of
addressing the issue a little simpler.
Each time there is a mass shooting (or any shooting for that matter) there is a need for faith
communities to not only speak out, but to provide spiritual support for its members.
We hope that you will find these materials helpful and that, as you use them, you would please
be so kind as to let us know how you used them and what worked best for you as we continue to
refine them for future use.
Peace.
The Rev. Karen Joy Kelly
Episcopal Priest, retired
The Rev. Diane M. Pike, rector
Southwest Michigan Episcopal Covenant
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THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESES OF

EASTERN & WESTERN MICHIGAN
Dear People of God,
We have an epidemic on our hands. No, I am not talking about the pandemic of
COVID-19. I am speaking of the epidemic of gun violence in our beloved country. It
is a public health crisis of the greatest magnitude. For many complex reasons, as a
country, we have not been able to address it adequately. I speak of this as a gun
owner as well as a supporter of the Second Amendment.
For several years I have been a part of a group within the House of Bishops called,
“Bishops United Against Gun Violence.” See www.bishopsagainstgunviolence.org.
The work we do looks to address the systemic issues of violence in our culture,
particularly as manifested in the illegal use of firearms, all caught up in the un-holy
trinity of poverty, racism, and violence. Mental health is also a large part of the
conversation. So far, our legislators have not found the ability to act.
One of my hopes is that, as followers of Jesus within the community of faith, we can
find ways to stand in solidarity with one another around issues of gun violence.
Please understand that this is not about being against gun ownership. This is about
addressing the reality that the United States, by all measures, is one of the most
violent cultures in the world. On an average day, 91 Americans die from gunshot
wounds. The firearm homicide rate in the U.S. is seven times higher than in the
average high-income country.
Our desire is to create a world that, like most Americans, believes personal freedom
and public safety are complementary, not contradictory. The evidence shows that
the overwhelming majority of Americans, including gun owners, support common
sense gun legislation.
Bishops United urges our cities, states and nation to adopt policies and pass
legislation that will reduce the number of Americans killed and wounded by gunfire.
These include common sense gun safety measures that enjoy the broad support of
gun owners and non-gun owners alike, such as:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Handgun purchaser licensing
Background checks on all gun purchasers
Restrictions on gun ownership by domestic abusers
Classification of gun trafficking as a federal crime
Encouragement for the development of “smart gun” technology
Federal funding for research into gun violence prevention strategies
Safe storage of firearms

I encourage you to find ways to stand together against the culture of violence and
work on finding effective solutions. People of good will can do this. We know our
country can do better. As Christians, and specifically as Episcopalians, we are
rooted in the promise in our Baptismal Covenant, “to strive for justice and peace
among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being.” Our goal is
transformation so that God’s Reign might be known, “on earth as it is in heaven.”
We follow Jesus in speaking truth, especially when truth is out of season, or
especially difficult.
In Christ the Risen One,

The Rt. Rev. Skip Adams
Assisting Bishop
The Episcopal Dioceses of Eastern & Western Michigan
(I am grateful to my colleagues of Bishops United Against Gun Violence for helping
me to formulate in my head and heart many of the thoughts expressed above.)
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Shalom.
As a representative of Temple B’Nai Shalom, I support the efforts of Interfaith Action to reduce
gun violence. Judaism sharply restricts the use of violence, and nonviolence often becomes the
only way to fulfilling a life of truth, justice and peace, which Judaism considers to be the three
tools for the preservation of the world.
The Talmud explains, "The entire Torah is for the sake of the ways of shalom". As such we as
Jews are concerned about the gun violence and gun related deaths that are devastating our
communities. We are a people of Shalom and we pray that peace will overcome the plague of
gun violence.

Laura Kovnat
Temple B’Nai Shalom
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The Witness of Holy Books (Scriptures Proclaiming Peace)1
“All who live by the sword will die by the sword.” (Matthew 26.52)
“Be amongst the students of Aaron: Love peace and pursue peace. Love people and
bring them close to Torah.” (Pirkei Avot 1.12)
“Without understanding, people become beasts and demons. [But] when one’s light
merges into the Light, and one’s awareness is joined with Awareness, then one’s
cruel and violent instincts and egotism depart; skepticism and sorrow are taken
away.” (Guru Granth Sahib)
“Good and evil deeds are not alike. Repel evil with good, and he who is your enemy
will become like a dear friend.” Q’uran 41.34, surat “Fussilat”)
“Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.” (Psalm 34.14)
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.”
(Matthew 5.9)

1

Washington National Cathedral handout, 2013
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How can your people of faith be involved?
1. Pray
2. Open your doors to be a sanctuary immediately following a national mass shooting or (God
forbid) one your own community as a gathering place. Hold a candlelight vigil. (Liturgies
found elsewhere I this Kit)
3. Deliver a sermon calling for faith-inspired action during your weekend worship service.
4. Organize a public discussion exploring how faith’s teachings compel believers to action on
issues such as gun-violence [reduction].
a. Invite gun victims’ families and clergy from other houses of worship to share stories
and be partners for future action.
b. Share stories and plan for future faith-based activity.
5. Organize a reading of the names of gun victims in your place of worship.
6. If, God forbid, an occurrence happens in your community, gather on that spot for prayers.
7. Research Heeding God’s Call, a faith-based campaign for gun-violence prevention:
www.heedinggodscall.org
8. Write to your elected Congressional Representatives and US Senators.
House

www.house.gov/representatives/find/

Senate

www.senate.gov (click state link in upper right corner)

9. Let your local and state representatives also know that you are committed gun violence
reduction.
10. Be mindful of the youth in your midst and help them become aware of safety measures.
11. Ask your local police talk about how to educate people on gun violence reduction.
12. Be a witness as a gun-free facility.
13. Participate in Gun Violence Reduction Sabbath (the first weekend in June) and encourage
your community to WEAR ORANGE.
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Gun Violence Reduction Sabbath Ideas
(1st Weekend of June)
1. Create bulletin inserts to announce Gun Violence Reduction Sabbath (or use the ones
included in this kit.
2. Encourage congregation to wear orange as a message of support for the reduction of Gun
Violence.
a. orange t-shirts are readily available or special shirts can be ordered through
https://www.store.everytown.org/products/wear-orange
b. orange stoles for clergy are available through a number of sources; available
inexpensively through Amazon.
Orange is the color that Hadiya Pendleton’s friends wore in her honor when she was
shot and killed in Chicago at the age of 15, just one week after performing at President
Obama’s second inaugural parade in 2013. After her death, they asked us to stand up,
speak out, and wear orange to raise awareness about gun violence.
Since then, orange has been the defining color of the gun violence prevention movement.
It is also the color for hunters, signifying “don’t shoot me.”
3. Use special prayers and/or liturgy on this particular Sunday to remember those who have
died due to shootings. (Prayers and liturgies included in this packet)
4. Preach a sermon on God’s love and the need to end this violence.
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Prayers
Collect for Gun Violence Reduction Sabbath
O Creator who remembers, we hold before you all who have died from the plague of gun
violence in our land. We remember those who have taken their lives with a gun, those who have
died in school shootings and mass shootings, those who have died by a gun in the course of an
argument or from abuse or by accident or during the committing of a crime. We lift our voices in
sorrow and frustration knowing that every life is infinitely valuable to you. Receive all who have
died into the arms of your mercy, bless those who mourn with the hope of eternal life, and
strengthen our hearts and our arms to bring an end to this scourge. This we pray in the name of
the one who overcame the power of death, your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Community Prayer (said in unison): Healing and Holy God: we gather today in common grief for
the epidemic of gun violence. Be with all those who suffer from the lasting trauma incidents of
gun violence leave in their wake. Grant us strength and courage to live in hope of a better day,
our minds fixed on the doing of your will, so that we, having been delivered from fear, may live
in peace. All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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GUN VIOLENCE REDUCTION SABBATH
JUNE 4th – 6th, 2021
A RESOURCE PACKET
The Second Sunday after Pentecost
For those faith communities who will be commemorating Gun Violence Reduction Sabbath the
weekend of June 4th-6th, the following are resources that can be used for your worship services.

A. BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT
An announcement for the bulletin that describes June 6th as Gun Violence Reduction Sabbath.
The first week of June is commemorated as Gun Violence Awareness Week; June 4th-6th is
celebrated in faith communities around the US as Gun Violence Reduction Sabbath as a time to
mourn those whose lives have been lost to gun violence and to recommit to building
communities of peace and safety. We are including inserts that you may use each of the four
weeks preceding June 6th. These inserts contain messaging and prayers for gun violence
reduction, and a reminder for everyone to wear orange on that day.
Clergy often wear orange stoles on Gun Violence Reduction Sabbath, a symbol of “I’m a
human don’t shoot me”, borrowing from the orange vests that hunters wear to indicate that no
shooting should be directed towards them. Lay persons often wear orange as well.
Gun free Zone stickers for churches are also available for $1/each from Episcopal Peace
Fellowship.

https://epfnational.org/store/
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LITURGICAL RESOURCES
Some sample Christian liturgies that can be used - if you would like them translated into another
faith tradition, please let us know and we will get the translated version to you within a 24 hour
turn around.

Liturgy A:
Collect: O God who Remembers, we hold before you all who have died from the plague of gun
violence in our land. We remember those who have taken their lives with a gun, those who have
died in school shootings and mass shootings, those who have died by a gun in the course of an
argument or from abuse or by accident or during the commission of a crime. We lift our voices in
sorrow and frustration knowing that every life is infinitely valuable to you. Receive all who have
died into the arms of your mercy, bless those who mourn with the hope of eternal life, and
strengthen our hearts and our arms to bring an end to this scourge. This we pray in the name of
the one who overcame the power of death, your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Community Prayer (said in unison): Healing and Holy God: we gather today in common grief
for the epidemic of gun violence. Be with all those who suffer from the lasting trauma incidents
of gun violence leave in their wake. Grant us strength and courage to live in hope of a better day,
our minds fixed on the doing of your will, so that we, having been delivered from fear, may live
in peace. All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Liturgy B: A Litany for the Gun Violence Prevention Sabbath
(written by the Rt. Rev. Stephen T. Lane, Episcopal Bishop of Maine)
Leader (L): Giver of Life and Love, you created all people as one family and called us to live
together in harmony and peace. Surround us with your love as we face the challenges and
tragedies of gun violence.
For our dear ones, for our neighbors, for strangers and aliens, and those known to you alone,
Loving God
All: Make us instruments of your peace.
L: God of Righteousness, you have given our leaders, especially Joe, our President, and
Gretchen, our Governor, the members of Congress, the judges of our courts and members of our
legislatures, power and responsibility to protect us and to uphold our right to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.
For all who bear such responsibility, for all who struggle to discern what is right in the face of
powerful political forces, Loving God
All: Make us instruments of your peace.
L: God of Compassion, we give you thanks for first responders, for police officers, firefighters
and EMTs, and all those whose duties bring them to the streets, the lobbies, the malls and the
homes where the carnage of gun violence takes place day after day. Give them courage and
sound judgment in the heat of the moment and grant them compassion for the victims.
For our brothers and sisters who risk their lives and their serenity as they rush to our aid, Loving
God
All: Make us instruments of your peace.
L: Merciful God, bind up the wounds of all who suffer from gun violence, those maimed and
disfigured, those left alone and grieving, and those who struggle to get through one more day.
Bless them with your presence and help them find hope.
For all whose lives are forever marked by the scourge of gun violence, Loving God
All: Make us instruments of your peace.
L: God Who Remembers, may we not forget those who have died, more than 30,000 this year, in
the gun violence that we have allowed to become routine. Receive them into your heart and
comfort us with your promise of eternal love and care.
For all who have died, those who die today, and those who will die tomorrow, Loving God
All: Make us instruments of your peace.
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L: God of Justice, help us, your church, find our voice. Empower us to change this broken world
and to protest the needless deaths caused by gun violence. Give us power to rise above our fear
that nothing can be done and grant us the conviction to advocate for change.
For your dream of love and harmony, Loving God
All: Make us instruments of your peace.
L: All this we pray in the name of the One who offered his life so that we might live, Jesus the
Christ. Amen.
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Liturgy C: Remembering All Who Have Been Affected By Gun Violence
(Adapted from Moral Call: a Vermont Interfaith Prayer and Remembrance Vigil, December 15,
2015)
Leader: We raise our prayers in remembrance of the victims of gun violence, both those who
have been injured and those who have been killed. We hold their memories dear. We treasure
those lives permanently altered through injury or those taken in senseless acts of violence, and
we pray that they might find rest and peace. May their lives continue to make a difference in our
world. Together we pray.
All: God of Mercy, heal our broken hearts.
Leader: We raise our prayers in remembrance of the families and friends of the victims of gun
violence in our nation and in Michigan. Comfort those who mourn. Dry the tears of those who
weep. Sustain those who feel diminished. Impart courage to the hearts of those who feel helpless.
Together we pray.
All: God of Peace, sustain our broken hearts.
Leader: We raise our prayers in remembrance of schoolteachers and administrators who put their
students’ needs ahead of their own safety We pray for first responders, including police, fire and
rescue personnel who witness the horror of gun violence while in service to our communities,
and we pray for all those with responsibility for law enforcement. We give thanks for their call to
protect and serve and to seek justice, which is inspirational to others, and we pray that their
emotional wounds will be healed. Together we pray.
All: God of Courage, inspire our broken hearts.
Leader: We raise our prayers for those lives taken by gun violence through suicide, and also for
those lives taken through accidental shootings, especially when those shootings involve children.
Console and strengthen those whose despair is great. Together we pray.
All: God of Hope, comfort our broken hearts.
Leader: We raise our prayers in remembrance of all people impacted by gun violence, as gun
violence knows no boundaries but can affect all nationalities, races, cultures, faiths, genders, and
socioeconomic classes; it can affect us where we live, where we worship, where we work, where
we study, and where we play. Together we pray.
All: God of Love, transform our broken hearts.
Leader: We raise our prayers for those who have committed acts of gun violence and for their
families, in our nation and especially here in Michigan. We remember those suffering from
mental illness who have gone untreated, and those suffering from loneliness and isolation. We
pray for those who would use guns, power and violence rather than respect and dignity to
reconcile differences. Grant us the strength to pursue justice with a voice of love. Together we
pray.
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All: God of Forgiveness, enlighten our broken hearts.
Leader: We raise our prayers for all community leaders, elected officials and survivor groups.
Give them insight, wisdom, and courage to address head on the epidemic of gun violence. Pour
forth your Spirit on all our neighborhoods and break the chains of violence that bind your people.
Together we pray.
All: God of Power, strengthen our broken hearts.
Leader: We pray today for ourselves and for others in our lives who have been touched by gun
violence. During the silent pause, I invite you to offer the names (either silently or aloud) of
those for whom you pray. (list names here)
Together we pray.
All: God of Astonishing Mercy, Compassion and Immeasurable Love, restore our broken
hearts and enliven our confidence to find new ways to revive our world to become one of
peace. Amen
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E. SERMON CONCEPTS
For liturgical churches, June 6th is the Second Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 5)
Revised Common Lectionary Readings (Proper 5)
•
•
•
•

1 Samuel 8.4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11.14-15) or Genesis 3.8-15
Psalm 138 or 130
2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1
Mark 3.20-35.

General Themes
•
•
•
•

God keeps God’s promises; God’s grace is bestowed on all of Creation
God’s people praise God
The prophets and teachers remain faithful and constant
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus dispels evil

Links to sermons on gun violence
https://rac.org/sermon-starters-gun-violence-prevention-rabbi-robert-nosanchuk
https://rac.org/sample-sermon-gun-violence-prevention-rabbi-lauren-grabelle-herrmann
https://interruptingthesilence.com/2018/02/19/the-wilderness-of-gun-violence-a-sermon-onmark-19-15/
https://trinitycleveland.org/blog/2015/sermons/sermon-for-dec-6-2015-sermon-for-dec-13-2015gun-violence-prevention-sabbath/
http://www.chriserdman.com/blog/2015/12/8/what-to-do-with-all-this-gun-violence-a-sermon
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D. CHRISTIAN MUSICAL OPTIONS (Non-Christian Faith translations are available upon
request.)
(Photos of both songs are below and can be sent via email.)
•

God of mercy You have shown us
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/god-mercy-you-have-shown-us/

•

“If we just talk of thoughts and prayers”
http://www.carolynshymns.com/when_people_die_by_hatred.html

BULLETIN INSERTS
Bulletin inserts are prepared to be printed two/page. They are formatted in orange and black
but you do not need to print them in color. If you prefer to create your own insert(s), please feel
free to do so. We ask you to share what you create with us.
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Year A Trinity Sunday
Gun Violence Prevention Sunday
Genesis 1.1-2, 4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13.11-13; Matthew 28.16-20
For the Word of God in Scripture
For the Word of God among us
For the Word of God within us
Thanks be to God.
Today is Trinity Sunday. Today is Gun Violence Prevention Sunday. Today is also
another Sunday in a string of pandemic Sundays where we find ourselves alone. Today is a
Sunday in which our souls have been pierced by all that we have witnessed this past week …
inflaming our rage, making us feel numb, wordless, helpless.
Yet today is a day that that we can take a deep breath (or several) open our eyes to new
reality and focus on what we can do and with what little we are in our little corner of the world to
make it better. We are required to be and to do as our Lord intended. We are to love … beyond
all measure … we are to love.
The church, as we know it today, was born on Pentecost, which we celebrated last
Sunday. We need to pray and to discern what the church of tomorrow is to look like as we
transition into this new world during the next few weeks. As we will be leaving our quarantine
behind, how is it that we wish to re-engage with the rest of the world? How do we reconcile?
How will we move forward both as congregation and individually?
Today’s Gospel commissioned the apostles, disciples … and us … to begin again. As in
Genesis, God commissioned Adam, in Matthew God commissions all of us. We are called to go
forth into the world making disciples of all … being and living out lives that show the way of
love to all. In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians we are called to put things in order.
I don’t know how this feels to you today … in our present circumstances … as we see the
good, the bad and the ugly … taking place. How do we manage to be who we are to be as we feel
helpless in this time and place. How do we prepare for re-entry into the world out there that has
been changed forever for each and every one of us? How can we make use of the time that has
been given to us, perhaps given to get our priorities straight when we face re-entry? Where does
one begin?
Perhaps for today, let us consider the implications of what our church has designated as
Gun Violence Prevention Sunday. This is but one of many issues that need addressing, and it is
an important one.
Today we wear orange as a recognition of what we stand for. We wear orange in memory
of Hadiya Pendleton who was shot and killed in Chicago at the age of 15, just one week after
performing at President Obama’s 2nd inaugural parade in 2013. Her friends chose the color of
hunters. “Don’t shoot me” it says.
I speak to you this morning as one who has led congregations through times of
horrendous grief, sadness and shock at the needless deaths of those who happen to be in the
wrong place at the wrong time. Those who died violently due to mass shootings. I not only had
20

to deal with my own personal grief, but how to lead congregations through their own grieving
process.
My first experience was as a chaplain of Westminster Canterbury, a large retirement
community in Lynchburg VA. The event was the mass shooting at Virginia Tech that occurred
on April 6, 2007. How was I to be pastor to a group of folks, many of whom were Virginia Tech
alums, who in their final years, needed a way to respond to this crisis spiritually, mentally and
physically as best they could. We prayed, we talked, and then at a special service, we mourned
together. We prayed by name for each one who had died in that needless mass shooting and for
the perpetrator. As the names were called, a member of the community came forth and accepted
a rose in that person’s name and committed to pray for he or she and for their family for the
coming year.
Fast forward to December 14, 2012. The Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in
Newtown, Connecticut. Again, we distributed flowers, each with the name of a victim on it with
parishioners at St. Peter’s in Altavista, VA committing to a year of prayer for them and their
families.
June 17, 2015, Charleston, SC, Mother Emanuel AME Church. We closed the doors of
our St. John’s that Sunday to both stand and worship with our sisters and brothers of color at
Union Baptist Church, our neighbors around the corner in Glasgow, Virginia. (We nailed a sign
on our front door to let visitors know where to find us.) We distributed flowers once again to the
mixed gathering of people committing to pray for the families of victims and perpetrator.
Eventually there were so many more deaths that I ran out of money for flowers.
In the meantime the frequency and horror of mass shootings … not only those major
ones, but the smaller ones … the ones in some of our neighborhoods … gang shootings,
unintentional hits … domestic violence …continues to grow.
And now, this week, by Tuesday, the guns came out.
Did you know that gun sales equal that of toilet paper purchased during this pandemic?
Did you know that gun shops were considered “essential” businesses during this time? Are you
aware that “ghost” guns are easily built and assembled through 3D printing and there is no way
to trace them? Have you thought about the increase in domestic violence during a time of
quarantine? Last weekend in Chicago alone there were 19 deaths and 63 injuries due to gun
violence.
I believe that, because of the structure of our church and our call to be loving witnesses to
the call of Jesus, we are in a position to be pro-active in this movement. And, our actions are
always in community with other denominations and faith communities.
The Episcopal Church Policy for Action Office of Governmental Relations, at the
direction of the governing body of The Episcopal Church, through the General Convention, has
advocated for Gun Violence Prevention since 1995 beginning with support for the federal ban on
assault weapons. (EC 2/95) Each General Convention since that time has passed resolutions for
Gun Violence prevention.

21

“Bishops united against Gun Violence” was formed after Sandy Hook. Their mission
statement reads as follows:
We are an ad hoc group of nearly 100 Episcopal bishops who have come together to
explore means of reducing the appalling levels of gun violence in our society, and to
advocate for policies and legislation that saves lives.
We believe in a God of life in the face of death who calls our church to speak and act
decisively against the unholy trinity of poverty, racism and violence.
In the struggle against these evils, our group offers four contributions.
1. Supporting Public liturgy, including processions, vigils and prayer services to
commemorate the dead and inspire the living.
2. Spiritual support for those living with gun shot wounds, with grief, with fear and
with temptation and hopelessness, and advocacy for broader and easier access to
mental health services for those at risk of suicide.
3. Sound teaching for those yearning of bring an ethic of Christian compassion and
concern for the common good to bear on debates regarding unjust economic and
legal structures, public safety, individual rights and our responsibilities to one
another as children of God. And
4. Persistent advocacy for common sense gun safety measures that enjoy the
support of owners and non-gun owners alike, such as:
a. Handgun purchaser licensing
b. Background checks on all gun purchasers
c. Restrictions on gun ownership by domestic abusers
d. Classification of gun trafficking as a federal crime
e. Encouragement for the development of “smart gun” technology
f. Federal funding for research into gun violence prevention strategies
g. Safe storage of firearms.
“Episcopalians against gun violence” has emerged from this group.
Following the Sandy Hook mass shooting A Holy Week Way of the Cross was organized
to go from St. John’s on Lafayette Square to Capitol Hill with a liturgy created especially for the
occasion. The walk, and particularly the reflections of each station, reflected the commitment to
transformational change then the proclamation of God’s hope to the world.
In Chicago, where gun violence has long been a concern, Episcopalians from across
northern Illinois and their partners in 65 faith-based and civic organizations marched in CROSS
walk, a four mile procession to remember Chicago’s murdered youth. They say that
“CROSSwalk calls us to pray, to build relationship and to act as though our lives depend on us.
And they do.”
Back in DC, the Washington National Cathedral partnered with Faiths United to Prevent
Gun Violence to present a series of events to mark a Gun Violence Prevention Sabbath
Weekend; religious leaders, members of congress, gun control advocates, law enforcement,
medical and mental health professionals gathered.
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Episcopalians have lobbied legislators to support gun-control laws, visited gun venders,
hosted gun buybacks, created artwork memorializing gun-violence victims, preached about gun
violence and observed a Gun Violence Prevention Sabbath.
Across the country the church has joined with other faith groups in this work as well.
Locally, we are part of the Keeping the Peace Committee of Interfaith Action, that is co-chaired
by Vicki Shroeder of St. Augustine’s and whose membership includes Rev. Diane and myself.
The actions of this group prevented Berrien County (one of the very few in the nation, if not the
only in the state,) from becoming a “Second Amendment Sanctuary” or “Gun Sanctuary”
County. This description refers to states, counties, or localities in the United States that have
adopted laws or resolutions to stop or impede the enforcement of certain gun
control measures such as universal gun background checks, high capacity magazine bans, assault
weapon bans, red flag laws, etc.
Rob Burgess of St. Augustine’s, our litanist for this morning, is a member of the
Episcopal Peace Fellowship through which the national Episcopal Gun Violence Prevention
group is organized.
As we consider this issue of violence so in opposition to the love emanating from the
Holy Trinity to combat the “evil trinity of poverty, racism and violence” (as the Bishops so
eloquently named them) there is only one way forward.
I don’t need to tell you that the world we are facing on that day when we are able to reenter life it will be in a very new and very different way. We know that gun sales were exempted
from non-essential business. We know that gun sales have spiked, even for first-time gun
owners. We know that assault rifles are purchased at an increasingly high level following any
disaster related to gun violence and even the pandemic.
We are called to use the only weapon that we have … love. We are called to act and to
speak in the name of love.
How might you live out your baptismal promise when thinking about these things?
Where is it that you may break into the conversation and/or be the voice of love at any given
moment?
Responding, response and responsibility are woven into our baptismal vows. Please, take
time this week, to pray about these things. What one small step might you make? Maybe just
wearing an orange ribbon?
May we, on this Trinity Sunday, despite our pierced souls yet with passion in our hearts,
receive the commission of Jesus Christ as called for in the Gospel of Matthew. May we honor the
God of creation and love and hope in all that lies ahead of us in all we do and say and with our
total being. May we be the continuation of the Good News that the world needs right now.
In the name of our creator, our redeemer, and our sanctifier. Amen.
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Please remember to wear orange on June 6th.

Please remember to wear orange on June 6th.

Sunday, May 16th

Sunday, May 16th

Religious literature, in most faith traditions, “are replete
with acts and images of violence. So, too, is the history of
the religious traditions that holds these books sacred.”

Religious literature, in most faith traditions, “are replete
with acts and images of violence. So, too, is the history of
the religious traditions that holds these books sacred.”

“It is our interpretation of them and the theological
significance they have for us that most merit our
attention. While a detailed analysis of these complex and
nuanced issues is far beyond the scope of this discussion,
several perspectives on violence provide a thoughtful basis
for our engagement and reflection.”*

“It is our interpretation of them and the theological
significance they have for us that most merit our
attention. While a detailed analysis of these complex and
nuanced issues is far beyond the scope of this discussion,
several perspectives on violence provide a thoughtful basis
for our engagement and reflection.”*

Wear orange on June 6th!

Wear orange on June 6th!

God of all mercy, who weeps with us as we anguish over
lives broken and lost to the violence which so pains our
community: Open our ears that we might hear their cries;
open our eyes that we might see their fears; open our
hearts that we might embrace them in love; and open our
arms that we might protect them from all harm; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

God of all mercy, who weeps with us as we anguish over
lives broken and lost to the violence which so pains our
community: Open our ears that we might hear their cries;
open our eyes that we might see their fears; open our
hearts that we might embrace them in love; and open our
arms that we might protect them from all harm; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

*Courtesy of the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri

*Courtesy of the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri
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Please wear orange on June 6th
Sunday, May 23, 2021

Please wear orange on June 6th
Sunday, May 23, 2021

Michigan Gun Deaths by Intent for 2019

Michigan Gun Deaths by Intent for 2019

61%

1,220

61%

Suicides comprised three in
five gun deaths.

gun deaths in Michigan, including

Suicides comprised three in
five gun deaths.

1,220
gun deaths in Michigan, including
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children and teens

(ages 0-19)

(ages 0-19)

38%

87%

38%
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Homicides comprised nearly two

of gun death victims

Homicides comprised nearly two

of gun death victims

in five-gun deaths.
https://efsgv.org/state/michigan

were male

in five-gun deaths.
https://efsgv.org/state/michigan

were male

Great Creator, on whose protection our health, safety and security
depend: We implore your healing of a nation divided and unable to find
common purpose in resolving the scourge of gun violence; lift souls and
offer hope to all whose desperation would end in self-inflicted death; bring
forbearance and love to our homes so that frustration and anger may be
diffused through conversation not violence; oversee those places where
we gather to learn and worship that they may be safe sanctuaries for all
who enter them; be present where we work that mutual respect and just
relationships might govern our economic lives and disagreements be
resolved through engagement not revenge; join us where we walk and
play that our streets and turf may cradle dreams not bodies; and
strengthen, encourage and support all who strive to find shared cause in
preventing gun violence; all for your love’s sake, Amen.

Great Creator, on whose protection our health, safety and security
depend: We implore your healing of a nation divided and unable to find
common purpose in resolving the scourge of gun violence; lift souls and
offer hope to all whose desperation would end in self-inflicted death; bring
forbearance and love to our homes so that frustration and anger may be
diffused through conversation not violence; oversee those places where
we gather to learn and worship that they may be safe sanctuaries for all
who enter them; be present where we work that mutual respect and just
relationships might govern our economic lives and disagreements be
resolved through engagement not revenge; join us where we walk and
play that our streets and turf may cradle dreams not bodies; and
strengthen, encourage and support all who strive to find shared cause in
preventing gun violence; all for your love’s sake, Amen.

https://www.eachotherskeeper.org/chapter-3

https://www.eachotherskeeper.org/chapter-3
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The Supreme Court’s rulings do not prevent effective gun
regulations. Far from it. In the District of Columbia v. Heller
ruling, Justice Antonin Scalia wrote: “Like most rights, the right
secured by the Second Amendment is not unlimited…nothing
in our opinion should be taken to cast doubt on longstanding
prohibitions on the possession of firearms by felons and the
mentally ill, or laws forbidding the carrying of firearms in
sensitive places such as schools and government buildings, or
laws imposing conditions and qualifications on the commercial
sale of arms.”17 And, since Heller, courts nationwide have
found a wide variety of firearms laws constitutional because
they can help prevent gun deaths, injuries, and crimes in
communities across the country.

The Supreme Court’s rulings do not prevent effective gun
regulations. Far from it. In the District of Columbia v. Heller
ruling, Justice Antonin Scalia wrote: “Like most rights, the right
secured by the Second Amendment is not unlimited…nothing
in our opinion should be taken to cast doubt on longstanding
prohibitions on the possession of firearms by felons and the
mentally ill, or laws forbidding the carrying of firearms in
sensitive places such as schools and government buildings, or
laws imposing conditions and qualifications on the commercial
sale of arms.”17 And, since Heller, courts nationwide have
found a wide variety of firearms laws constitutional because
they can help prevent gun deaths, injuries, and crimes in
communities across the country.

In District of Columbia v. Heller, the Court ruled, for the
first time, that the Second Amendment guarantees an
individual right to possess a handgun in the home for selfdefense. *

In District of Columbia v. Heller, the Court ruled, for the
first time, that the Second Amendment guarantees an
individual right to possess a handgun in the home for selfdefense. *

*Public Law 112-55, 125 Stat. 609; Sari Horwitz & James Grimaldi, NRA-Led Gun
Lobby Wields Powerful Influence Over ATF, U.S. Politics, The Washington Post,
December 15, 2010, http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/
article/2010/12/14/AR2010121406045.html.

*Public Law 112-55, 125 Stat. 609; Sari Horwitz & James Grimaldi, NRA-Led Gun
Lobby Wields Powerful Influence Over ATF, U.S. Politics, The Washington Post,
December 15, 2010, http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/
article/2010/12/14/AR2010121406045.html.
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Gun Violence in
Michigan
OVERVIEW

GUN DEATHS OVER TIME

die and 3,507 are wounded by
guns in Michigan. Michigan

In Michigan, the rate of gun deaths have increased
11% from 2010 to 2019, compared to a 17% increase
nationwide. The rate of gun suicides increased 18%
and gun homicides increased 4%, compared to a 13%
increase and 26% increase nationwide, respectively.

has the 15th-highest rate of gun
violence in the US.




All
Suicides
Homicides

Data on states,
congressional
districts, and counties:
EveryStat.org

Deaths per 100,000 people

In an average year, 1,212 people

COST OF GUN VIOLENCE
Michigan has the 29th-highest societal cost of gun
violence in the US at $909 per person each year.
Gun deaths and injuries cost Michigan $9 billion,
of which $423 million is paid by taxpayers.

GUN DEATHS BY INTENT
In Michigan, 60% of gun deaths are suicides
and 38% are homicides. This is compared to
60% and 38% nationwide, respectively.
Sources
Gun deaths: CDC, WONDER, five-year average: 2015–2019.
Gun violence trends: CDC, WONDER, 2010–2019.
Gun injuries: Ted R. Miller and David Swedler,
analysis of HCUP nonfatal injury: 2017.
Cost of gun violence: Ted R. Miller, analysis of CDC fatal injury:
2018 and HCUP nonfatal injury: 2017.

EveryStat.org
Updated: January 2021







Suicides

60%

Homicides

38%

Unintentional

1%

Undetermined

1%

Shootings
by Police

1%

GUN SUICIDES AND SUICIDE ATTEMPTS

GUN HOMICIDES AND ASSAULTS

Every year, an average of 728 people in Michigan die
by gun suicides and 73 are wounded by gun suicide
attempts—a rate of 6.8 suicides and 0.7 suicide attempts
per 100,000 people. Michigan has the 32nd-highest rate
of gun suicides and gun suicide attempts in the US.

Every year, an average of 466 people in Michigan
die by gun homicides and 1,798 are wounded by
gun assaults—a rate of 5.0 homicides and 18.0
assaults per 100,000 people. Michigan has the 9thhighest rate of gun homicides and gun assaults
in the US. In Michigan, 76% of all homicides
involve a gun, compared to 75% nationwide.

Gun Suicides by Race/Ethnicity in Michigan

Gun Homicides by Race/Ethnicity in Michigan
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American
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White
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American
Indian/
Alaska Native

White
Asian/Pacific
Islander

Deaths per 100,000 people

Deaths per 100,000 people

GUN DEATHS AMONG CHILDREN AND TEENS

INTIMATE PARTNER HOMICIDES

Guns are the 2nd-leading cause of death among children
and teens in Michigan. In Michigan, an average of 89
children and teens die by guns every year, and 52% of
these deaths are homicides. In the US, 58% of all gun
deaths among children and teens are homicides.

From 2015 to 2019, 91 women were fatally shot by
an intimate partner in Michigan. 65% of female
intimate partner homicide victims were killed
with a gun, compared to 59% nationwide.

Did You Know?

Sources
Suicides: CDC, WONDER, five-year average: 2015–2019.
Homicides: CDC, WONDER, five-year average: 2015–
2019. Homicides include shootings by police.
Gun suicide attempts/assaults: Ted R. Miller and David
Swedler, analysis of HCUP nonfatal injury: 2017.
Children/teen deaths: CDC, WONDER, five-year average: 2015–2019,
ages 0–19; leading causes of death: CDC, WONDER, 2019, ages 1–19.
Intimate partner homicides: FBI, Supplementary
Homicide Report, five-year total: 2015–2019.
Note: Gun violence data on EveryStat and in this fact sheet includes individuals who die
by guns or are wounded by guns and visit a hospital for care. We recognize that the impact
of gun violence extends far beyond those who are killed or physically injured. However,
data on those who witness an act of gun violence, are threatened with a gun, or know
or care for someone wounded or killed is not systematically collected at this time.

EveryStat.org
Updated: January 2021

From 2015 to 2019, 91
women were fatally shot
by an intimate partner
in the Michigan.

Gun Violence Reduction Sabbath 2021
Interfaith Action
Action Plan (2st Draft)
Purpose: To increase awareness of Gun Violence Reduction Sabbath and to
provide materials with which faith communities can use to further inform
congregations of the need for peaceful vigilance and action.
Target Audiences: all faith communities participating in Interfaith Action, along
with the Episcopal Churches in the Dioceses of Western and Eastern Michigan, the
national Episcopal Peace Fellowship subcommittee on Gun Violence. (We
encourage those of other faiths and denominations to feel free to share these
materials with their governing bodies as well.)
NOTE: 2020 was the first attempt at creating events around Gun Violence
Reduction Sabbath. It served as the baseline of what we hope to accomplish by
recognizing these dates. While we have no data as to the use and the effectiveness
of our first year (other than the fact that people remembered orange stoles) we
hope to engage in follow-up this year to determine how and what materials were
the most useful and how our approach may be approved upon.
Please see Action Plan on page 2.
Submitted by The Revs Diane Pike and Karen Joy Kelly
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Timeline
Month
February

Task
Create timeline
Gather info re orange shirts,
Stoles, stickers, etc. to
include in packets
Begin work on sermon
preaching points
Begin to publicize dates to
remember (June 4 & 6)

March

Continue work on packet
Prepare bulletin insert
Prepare feedback sheet
Continue reminders of dates

April

Finalize & approval for
packets for distribution
Continue reminders of dates

May

1st Distribution of packets to
all members of Interfaith
Action; Episcopal Diocese
& national church

Weekly reminders of the
dates

Assigned
Diane & Karen
Diane & Karen
Others

Completed

Diane & Karen
Other clergy &
lay persons
Interfaith
Action staff
Katie Forsyth
Diane & Karen
Katie & Jodi
“
“
Interfaith
Action Staff
Katie Forsyth
Diane & Karen,
Katie Forsyth &
Jodi Baron
Vicki/Sid
Interfaith
Action staff
Interfaith
Action staff,
Diane & Karen
(for Episcopal
Church) via
Katie Forsyth
Interfaith Action
Staff

2

June

July

4th Gun Violence Reduction
Friday – possible press
coverage??
4th Friday evening
candlelight vigil (either in
person or ZOOM
depending on state of
COVID 19.
6th Gun Violence
Reduction Sunday – faith
communities acknowledge
via bulletin inserts, sermons,
etc.
Evaluation and follow up
survey to determine the use
of materials and how they
could be improved upon.
Attempt to obtain feedback
from participating churches
and examples of how the
materials were used.

Interfaith
Action
Sid/Vicki
Katie Forsyth?
All churches
interested.

Diane & Karen
(et al) with the
help of
distribution of
Int.Act. staff
Diane, Karen, et
al.

Additional Resources:
Orange shirts, bumper stickers, etc.
Google “Wear Orange” and click on “Go Orange” tab
Church stickers Episcopal Peace Fellowship. Click on “shop”:
https://www.epfnational.org

3

Gun Violence Prevention Resources for Faith Communities
Having a resource from our cathedral is here: Gun Violence Toolkit from The National Cathedral.
But sometimes we want to nuance our approach to gun violence prevention in our context. That
is a great opportunity to begin flipping the script through a common lexicon of “Words we Use.”
This cheat sheet is data-driven and trauma-informed with language to use, because we all know
the words we say matter.
Gun Violence Prevention work is thankless, hard, and seemingly uphill. We have made HUGE
inroads into breaking down the counterweight to our movement (NRA) through systematic
pressure at all levels of our political systems from school boards to the White House. However,
going this road can seem lonely. That’s why we encourage everyone to get involved in a local
chapter of your preferred GVP (Gun Violence Prevention) Group. Ours is a social media
network of supporters who have teamed up with Everytown for Gun Safety, who are the brains
behind our drive. They fundraise for us, research ALL of the data out there, and even go to trial
for us to fight against the gun-lobby. If you want to get involved with us you can simply text
“JOIN” to 644-33 to be connected to the local chapter nearest your zip code. Community is key.
A word on Hate Crimes: Vulnerable and marginalized people in our society are the most likely to
experience gun violence. Especially in our BIOPC and LGBTQ communinities, not to mention
rural communities and those experiencing domestic violence. You can help knowing these
FACTS!
For Michigan, Everytown compiles a state-by-state fact sheet on current gun laws. The most
recent one can be found HERE. For faith communities, however, we can always put our hearts
on the line with our prayers. We encourage you to consider hosting vigils for the horrific number
of victims who are no longer with us, and their survivors. An ongoing list of mass shootings that
drew most Americans into the conversation can be found HERE. It will be added to as the death
toll continues to rise. If you are clergy, we encourage you to commission a #wearorange stole
for these occasions and more.

POST-GUN VIOLENCE REDUCTION SABBATH EVALUATION
Friends,
This is an evolving ministry and your opinions and input are important to the team working on these
resources. Please provide us with your thoughts and ideas for improvement. We want to know what
you find to be useful. If you have additional resources to share, please send them with your evaluation.
Thank you.
One a scale of 1-5, five being the highest, please rate the value of the materials you used for Gun
Violence Reduction Sabbath on June 6th.

OBSERVED GUN VIOLENCE REDUCTION SABBATH
INTERFAITH ACTION STATEMENT
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION
THE WITNESS OF HOLY BOOKS
HOW CAN YOUR PEOPLE OF FAITH BE INVOLVED?
GUN VIOLENCE REDUCTION SABBATH IDEAS
PRAYERS
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
LITURGICAL RESOURCES
• Christian
• Interfaith/Ecumenical
• For the grieving
SERMON CONCEPTS & PREPARED SERMON
BULLETIN INSERTS
MICHIGAN FACT SHEET
CHRISTIAN HYMNS
(with alternate words for non-Christian communities)
General comments/Suggestions:

Please return to:
The Rev. Karen Joy Kelly
8000 Warren Woods Road #2
Three Oaks MI 49128
434 221-4860 (cell)
karenjoykelly@live.com
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